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Persisting in doing good 
deeds
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Canon entered the Chinese market in 1997 
and from the start has committed to practicing 
corporate social responsibility. Because we 
believed a great company should pursue more 
than profit. “A pursuit beyond profit” is Canon’s 

principle of “kyosei ”– co-existing with all parties to 
build a progressive society and one that coexists 
in harmony.  

With such great ambitions, Canon has made 
great progress in CSR. In this newsletter, we will 
introduce to you Canon’s “Volunteer Teaching” and 
“Colorful Classroom” programs. 

2012

CSR

Assistant Director of Corporate Communications Division,
Canon (China)

Lu  Jie

Since 1997, Canon (China) has consecutively 
financed the construction of 9 “Hope Primary 
School”. Over years, we have not only improved 
facilities of these schools, but also launched 

students improve their cognitive abilities and social 
development.

In addition, we interviewed Canon’s executives, 
Mr. Shibamaru Shigeru and Takahashi Mitsuo 
to share their views on Canon’s responsibility to 
contribute to society by devoting resources to the 
community.
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On the afternoon of May 22, “2011 Canon 
Scholarship for Peking University” awarding 
ceremony was held at the Chen Shouren 
International Meeting Center of Peking 
University. Mitsuo Takahashi, Vice President 
of Canon (China) Co., Ltd., and Zhang Yan, 
executive Vice President of Peking University 
presented the awards to 20 recipients. The 
“Peking University 2011 Canon Scholarship” 
was established in 1998 with a fund of 
JPY50.00 million. The scholarship is designed 
to help third-year undergraduates or second-
year postgraduates majoring in mathematics, 
physics, chemistry, information management, 
computer, environmental science, Japanese 
and philosophy. The scholarship encourages 
students to further their research and focus on 
innovative academic achievements.

Image News
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On May 26, 2012, Canon (China) Co., Ltd. and 
Nippon Paint (China) Co., Ltd. cooperated with 
China Youth Development Foundation to launch 
the “Colorful Classroom” program in Banbishan 
Canon Hope Primary School of Hebei Province. 
The program’s goal is to improve the aesthetic 
education of primary school through application of 
color and images, thereby improving the students’ 
cognitive abilities. By doing so, we could contribute 
to basic education in impoverished areas of China.

2012 5 4

On May 4, 2012, Canon (China) Co., Ltd. attended 
the signing ceremony of Environmental Labeling 
Cooperation and Mutual Recognition Agreement 
at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing. 
The company won “China Environmental 
Labeling Contribution Award” issued by the 
Environment Development Center of the Ministry 
of Environmental Protection which recognized 
Canon’s efforts and results in environmental 
protection.

Canon uses colors and images 
to help children 

Adding Color, Building Love 
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On May 26, 2012, Canon (China) initiated the 
activity of volunteer teaching across the country, 
as part of the program of “Hope Primary School” 
in cities like Zhashui, Xi’an, Chengdu, Chongqing, 
Hangzhou. 103 Canon’s staff and 630 students 
participated in the program. The program utilized 
colorful “image lessons” to raise social awareness 
of primary students through image education.
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Canon’s new method of 
supporting impoverished 
children with image technology

Canon (China) has relentlessly provided support 
to education for children in poverty-stricken areas 
through the use of imaging technology. 

On May 26, 2012, Canon (China) and Nippon Paint 
(China) Co., Ltd. launched the “Colorful Classroom” 
program in Banbishan Canon Hope Primary School 
in Hebei Province. Canon (China) donated digital 
cameras, ink-jet printers and laser printers while 
Nippon Paint donated 3 sets of teaching materials 
for art classes. Training of photography & art 

the program. The “Colorful Classroom” program will 
be rolled out to 14 primary schools. 

2012 5 26

70 14
28 3

3

14

1995
9

2007

2011 100

3000

NGO

Scientific research shows that colorful images 
will draw the attention of children more easily and 
inspire children’s sensory perception, memory and 
intellect. The purpose of “Colorful Classroom” is to 
help pupils to develop social recognition with the 
help of colors and images.

Lu Jie, assistant director of Corporate Communications 
Division of Canon (China) said, “Canon (China) 
has been dedicated to solving social issues by 
leveraging its technological strengths. We will build 
a platform for students of these primary schools, we 
also arranged foreign students to exchange photos 
with them, helping them broaden their views.” 

 “Colorful Classroom” is another example of Canon 
(China)’s commitment to education. Over years, it has 
funded 9 primary schools. It also launched another 

At Canon (China), nearly one hundred employee 
volunteers actively participated in image teaching 
activities throughout China. Some volunteers have 
attended teaching activities for five years and have 
forged profound relationships with the students.

Open heart with 
colors and images
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Dialogue with Executives

Children are the hope of tomorrow and important 
to a country’s development. Canon has conducted 
a series of public welfare activities geared to the 
needs of the youth. In May 2012, Canon launched 
the “Colorful Classroom” program. Mr. Shigeru 
Shibamaru and Mr. Mitsuo Takahashi went to 
Hope Primary Schools to support the development 
of local education. Let’s take a look at their insight:

Q: What are your personal views on the “Colorful 
Classroom” program?

Shigeru Shibamaru: I participated as a volunteer to 
experience the life and educational needs of local 
students. To tell you the truth, I thought that Hope 
Primary Schools were relatively poor, but I found 
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Care about students and 
support the development 
of education

HSR

1+1>2

the reality was somehow different. My colleagues 
told me that the facilities of these primary schools 
have been greatly improved after many years of 
donations. However, the software still lags behind 
compared to the schools in big cities. When I 
taught these kids how to use cameras, I found 
that these kids were eager to acquire knowledge 
from the outside world. I began to believe that 
companies should support education development 
not only by donating money and goods, but also 
using their strengths to provide unique assistance, 
such as our imaging hardware and software.

Q:  Canon has always encouraged employees 
to participate in volunteer teaching activities. 
How does the company encourage employees’ 
participation?

Mitsuo Takahashi: In my opinion, performing 
social responsibility is not only the company’s 
responsibility, rather should it be everybody’s 
responsibility. It is known as “Human Social 
Responsibility” (HSR) at Canon. At the same time, 
companies are responsible for building a good 
platform to encourage employees to fulfil social 
responsibilities. For example, Canon offers training 
for volunteers about volunteer consciousness and 
practical skills.

Q: Canon promoted the “Colorful Classroom” 
program through partnership with other company. 
What is your motive on this kind of cooperative 
relationship?

Shigeru Shibamaru: The “Colorful Classroom” 
program is a joint program between Canon and 
Nippon Paint. The program played a big role in 
improving public welfare. In the future, we hope 
to join hands with more companies that have a 
similar CSR philosophy, in order to contribute 
more to our communities. Public welfare is the 
responsibility of the whole society. 

Q: How would you rate the “Colorful Classroom” 
program?

Mitsuo Takahashi: I am in favor of this program, 
because it is not a one-off activity. Instead, there 
will be subsequent exchange activities. As a 
Japanese working in China, I see a lot of cultural 
differences. When I saw Canon create an initiative 
that promoted cultural exchanges, I was very 
happy. In some ways, I think that by enhancing 
these friendships, we are also enhancing world 
peace.



Advance sustainable 
green society by “kyosei ”
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Multinationals have evolved over decades 
in China. In the beginning, companies were 
concerned about business growth. But now more 
attentions are paid to environmental protection, 
green economy and sustainability issues. With 
social and economic changes, companies 
have realized the importance of CSR and have 
responded by contributing to local communities 
and protecting local environments.

On May 4, 2012, Canon (China) Co., Ltd. attended 
the signing ceremony of Environmental Labeling 
Cooperation and Mutual Recognition Agreement in 
Diaoyutai State Guesthouse Beijing. The company 
won “China Environmental Labeling Contribution 
Award” issued by Environment Development 
Center of the Ministry of Environmental Protection. 
The award recognizes Canon’s efforts and results 
in environmental protection.

Canon (China) has always practiced the idea 

Canon's Green Strategy
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of “kyosei ” (co-existence) and has made it a 
company priority by working to co-existing with 
local communities and global environment. While 
promoting China’s economic development, it tried 
to reduce its environmental impact and contribute 
to China’s environmental conservation through its 
green technology. 

Canon’s office product is an example of using 
advanced energy-saving and environmental 
technology throughout a product’s entire life cycle. 
From design stage to manufacturing and recycle 
stage, Canon focuses on its environmental 
footprint every step along the way. The company 
strives to reduce carbon emission, requires all 
components to be lead-free and reduces the 

Canon (China) also actively raises employees’ 
environmental awareness and these efforts have 
helped support a more sustainable green society.
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30%

   As a well-known global enterprise, Canon has always adhered to the corporate philosophy of “kyosei” 
(co-existence) and has actively participated in social public welfare activities. “Kyosei” refers to an ideal 
situation that all human beings live together, work together and enjoy a happy life regardless of differences 
in cultures, habits, languages and nationalities. With China being the fastest growing market, Canon (China) 
has seen its turnover increasing at a rate of around 30% every year and hired a large number of local and 
international talents. The company is becoming one of the most well-localized multinational companies. 

——beareyes.com

15 1995

   This year is the 15th anniversary of Canon (China). Since 1995, Canon has participated in projects to 
fund Hope Primary Schools. Canon has carried out image-based classes, image exchange activities and 
other programs. Canon (China)’s vice president said that it will collect photographys of primary school 
students and build a platform for photo exchanges between domestic and foreign students. This will 
deepen their mutual understanding and increase friendships.

—— Qin Da, International Business Daily
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Using imaging as a bridge for 
communication

Canon's Color Campaign
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Third-party Voice

“Chinese culture attaches great importance to education and considers children as the hope of the future. 
Canon and Nippon Paint have supported the Project Hope by leveraging their strengths to contribute to 
social development changes. Moreover, both parties cooperate with each other to open more opportunities 

pursuit of CSR.”

Zhang Yan, executive vice president of Peking University, applauded Canon’s support for Chinese 
educational business over years and expressed appreciation for establishing a scholarship at Peking 
University. Zhang Yan said that Peking University would deepen its cooperation with Canon and other 

“China Environmental Labeling Contribution Award” is a recognition for a company’s active participation 
in China’s environmental labeling plan, and its efforts in social responsibility and green action. I hope 
that Chinese enterprises can continue to develop environmental protection policies and rationally use 
resources for the development and production of eco-friendly products. I hope these companies will 
actively contribute to China’s green economy and sustainable development.

Zhang Yan, Executive Vice President of Peking University
——“Canon Peking University Scholarship” Program

Tang Dingding, Chief of Environmental Development Center of Ministry of Environmental Protection
——“Canon won China Environmental Labeling Contribution Award”

Yang Xiaoyu, Deputy Secretary General of China Youth Development Foundation
——“Colorful Classroom” Program

Canon uses its core 
resources to contribute 
to China's education and 
environment




