
A unique journey of intangible cultural heritage protection 

2012
04

Recording the beauty of the “Colorful Dai”

New view of public welfare: using one’s strength to maximize the common good

Water recycling, the way of eco action

CSR

4th Issue



CONTENTS
Preface

News in Image

Canon’s Eco Strategy

Cover Story

Story Behind the Image

Media Perspectives

Voice of the Public

New view of public welfare: using one’s strength to maximize the 
common good

By using image technology, Canon contributes delightfulness 
to the society

Approach Canon Zhuhai’s water recycling system
Water recycling, the way of eco action

Recording the beauty of the “Colorful Dai”

Protecting intangible cultural heritage with image technology: a 

Utilizing imaging technology to explore new ways of intangible 
cultural heritage protection

A unique journey of intangible cultural heritage protection

CSR

4th Issue



Preface Media PerspectivesCanon’s Eco Strategy Voice of the PublicCover Story Story Behind the ImageNews in Image

New view of public welfare: 
using one’s strength to maximize 
the common good

There is a story from Warring States period 
about a man named Gan Wu. He was sent on 
a diplomatic mission to the State of Qi, when he 
encountered a river and could not across. He 
turned to a boatman for help, who proceeded 
to mock Gan Wu: “Since you can’t cross a river, 
how can you pay a visit to Qi as Ambassador?” 
Gan Wu retorted, “Everyone has his limitation. A 
good horse can run a thousand miles in a single 
day, but if you let it to catch a mouse, it will not be 
as good as a little cat. Ganjiang (a famous sword 
in ancient China) can cut through iron as though 

was inferior to an axe. I am not as good as you 
at rowing, but when it comes to lobbying a king, 
you are inferior to me.” 

This story has been around for thousands of 
years. It gives us a simple principle, namely, 
everyone has his strength and weak point. 
We shall utilize our strength to maximize its 
effectiveness to the society. 

Why are we talking about the story of Gan Wu? 
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Assistant Director of Corporate Communications Division,
Canon (China)

Lu  Jie

An enterprise management scholar Michael E. 
Porter recently put forward an idea of “strategic 
philanthropy”. To sum up his words, we should 
connect corporate social responsibility with 
business operation strategy, by using the 
core competence of the company to leverage 
the maximum social benefits & economical 
effectiveness; this could be the way to keep 
sustainabil ity of the competency of the 
enterprises.

As an innovator and leader in the image 
technology industry, Canon has been utilizing 
its technological advantages in image to 
help Eco protection initiatives, Hope School 
education programs, and Ethnic Culture 
protection. Like Canon has supported the 
“China's Ethnic Minority Intangible Cultural 
Heritage Protection Project” for 4 consecutive 
years, those valuable image database was 
donated to the government authorities for 
the further research and protection of these 
culture treasures, which would be the best 
way for Canon showing social value.

As an old saying goes, “Knowledge and action 
should be combined in harmony.” In our practice, 
we will integrate social goals and economic 
objectives harmoniously to maximize the social 
value and achieve sustainable development. 
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On June 9, 2012, on the seventh annual 
“Intangible Cultural Heritage Day” in China, 
Canon (China) donated the intangible cultural 
heritage image database of the Bai, Dai and Yi 
minorities to the Cultural Department of Yunnan 
Province at the kick-off ceremony of the 2012 
Yunnan Province Cultural Heritage Day & 3rd 
National Archaeological Survey Results. 
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News in Image

By using image technology, 
Canon contributes 
delightfulness to the society

In September, 2012, Canon (China) released 
the Canon CSR Annual Report 2011-2012,
the third annual report in Chinese. The report 
elaborates on Canon (China)’s efforts and 
achievements in corporate social responsibility, 
including: Responsibi l i ty management, 
Social responsibility, Market responsibility, 
Environmental responsibil i ty and “CSR 
through image technology” which is the unique 
philosophy and symbol of Canon (China). 
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From April to July 2012, Canon (China) 
exhibited images of the Bai, Dai and Yi 
minoritys' heritage and culture at the Canon's 
showroom in Shanghai. The exhibition 

showcased to the public the most thrilling 
photos and touching videos of the 3 ethnic 
groups, which brought public awareness to 
the conversation of endangered cultures. 

Preface Media PerspectivesCanon’s Eco Strategy Voice of the PublicCover StoryNews in Image Story Behind the Image

2011-2012



Story Behind the Image

A unique journey of 
intangible cultural 
heritage protection 

In June and September 2012, Canon(China) donated 
the complete set of image database to the Yunnan 
Provincial Department of Culture and China's Intangible 
Cultural Heritage Protection Center, including 24,900 
Photos and 428-hour long video of the Bai, Dai and 
Yi ethnic groups, which were filmed and collected by 
Canon in 2011.

The traditions and heritage of these minorities have been 
passed down orally. Due to the rapid urbanization, rural 
construction and economic growth, many minorities are losing 
their culture in modern day China. Before these traditions 
being lost forever, Canon decided to use its cutting-edge 
image technology to capture and protect them. 

In 2009, Canon (China) started the “Intangible 
Cultural Heritage Protection Program” by gathering 
respective experts as an advisor group and formed 
a team of 20 professional photographers. During the 
3 years, they kept working for the protection of the 
culture treasures.

ethnic group which  was severely devastated in the 
earthquake in 2008. Canon (China) kicked off a project 
called the “Digital Preservation of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Qiang” and formed a team to conduct the 
image recording. They researched and visited more 
than 130 Qiang people living in 65 Qiang stockade 

villages. The team used image technology to capture 
their traditions and culture including Qiang flutes, 
Qiang embroideries, Sheepskin-drum dance and 
Wa'er'e'zu festival. In 2010, These images was donated 
to intangible cultural heritage research and protection 
agencies for study and preservation.

The protection of Qiang is just a beginning. In the 
following three years, team members kept up their 
efforts in using Canon’s powerful image technology to 
capture the culture and heritage of the minorities. 

Canon has always been practicing the philosophy of “Kyosei” 
in China, making every effort in attempting innovative CSR 
to maximize the value and contributes to the society.   
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Canon Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection 
Project team members: 
In 3 years
Travelled over 30,000 kilometers 
In 3 provinces 
Visited more than 60 cities and towns 
Interviewed 20 culture successors
And 500 culture learners
Recorded images for 15  national-level 
intangible culture items of 
5 ethnic minority groups; 
Took 70,000 photos and 
1,000-hour long video. 
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Story Behind the Image

The Peacock Dance, one of the most famous 
traditional performing arts of the Dai People, 
channels the spirit of nature and imitates the 
characteristics of the graceful animal.

The Peacock Dance has been put on the 
first list of intangible cultural heritages early 
in 2006 which was approved by the State 
Council. However recently, the graceful dance is 
endangered of being lost forever as fewer people 
from the new generation are learning the dance. 
In order to protect this beautiful dance, Canon 
recorded it by using its imaging technology. 

One of the dancers Canon recorded was a 
63-year-old man named Yue Xiang. He has 
been performing the dance for over 50 years 
and conducts a dancing class to teach it. Some 
local people even call him " the king of peacock." 
Canon recorded Yue Xiang's Peacock Dance 
lesson and made a video DVD for students to 
study the dance on their own. 

During shooting of the video, the Canon team 
lived and ate under the same roof with many of 
the dancers and students and forged a profound 
friendship with them. The Canon team hopes 
these images could have future generations to 
appreciate and see the beautiful Peacock Dance 
of the Dai people. 

2006

Recording the beauty 
of the “Colorful Dai”
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Story Behind the Image
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Canon’s Eco Strategy

Water is essential for human survival and the 
growing shortage of fresh water resources has 
made it even more valuable. From an early age, 
every child is taught to conserve water. Canon 
takes water conservation as an important part of 
its own corporate social responsibility. 

and goals for water conservation. Canon's 
headquarter develops environmental policies and 
plans annually, and sets a resource conservation 
committee to set a target for water consumption. 
and supervise the use of water subsidiaries 
monthly.  

In order to make full use of its water resource, 
Canon Zhuhai invested in water treatment 
facilities to purify and reuse industrial waste 
water. While the company needs 650 tons of 
water daily, it only consumes about 250 tons of 
fresh water. The remaining 400 tons come from 
its water circulation system. 

The right side is an image depict of the water 
circulation system. 

With professional supervision facilities, Canon 
Zhuhai has set a good example in terms of  
water conservation and waste reduction in the 
industry. Cyclic utilization of water not only saves 
the company’s cost, but above all, conserves 
our precious water resource, and protects our 
environment. By adhering to these beliefs, 
Canon is able to make a positive impact on the 
environment and society. 

Approach Canon Zhuhai's 
water recycling system

Water recycling, 
the way of eco action
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Tap Water
(Industrial Water)

Recycled Water
used as Industrial Water

Lens Grinding/Washing Water

Filtering Apparatus

Toilet Water

City Sewage
Treatment Plant

Sludge Drying (Processed by 
Specialized Companies)

Discharing after 
Processing

Drainage Processing

Waste Water Processing · Dehydration

Roughing Drainage

Cistem

250t/day

400t/day

440t/day
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Utilizing imaging 
technology to explore new 
ways of intangible cultural 
heritage protection

Media Perspectives

CSR

   With its advantages in image technology, Canon participated in the protection of China’s intangible 
cultural heritage with its “CSR through Image Technology” program. With Canon's support, a 
database of digitalized images of intangible cultural heritages was created. 

    Canon has made contributions to the preservation of intangible cultural heritage with the use of its image 
technology. The company has also raised public awareness of this cause through education and publicity. 
Moreover, Canon (China) created new methods to protect and preserve intangible cultural heritage by 
utilizing its own advantages and technological resources. It has not only increased the knowledge about 
intangible cultural heritages, but also found new ways to protect them. Technological advances will bring 
convenience and new chances to the protection of cultural heritage. At the same time, with the help of 
CSR, this program will help enhance consumers’ positive opinion of the Canon brand. 

——Source: Business Times 
By Qi Peng 

New exploration of Canon’s CSR through image technology
 “Intangible Heritage” Protection

——Source: Business Value 
By Zhang Si, Sun Tong

Canon: Power of CSR through image technology

——Source: sina.com.cn 
Canon focuses on the Miao’s folk cultural 

inheritance through its unique CSR

“

“

“

“

“

““

“

“

“

   Canon (China), a world-famous imaging 
company, has the foresight and wisdom to protect 
the intangible cultural heritages of minorities. By 
using its technical advantages and strengths, the 
company protects and rescues these minorities’ 
traditions.

“

“
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Voice of the Public

——Yong Jirong
Curator of Museum of the National Cultural Palace

Deputy Director and Secretary-general of Committee of Museum of Ethnography of China Society of Museums 

——Deng Qirao
Professor of anthropology and Doctoral Supervisor of Sun Yat-Sen University  

“The protection of cultural heritages of Chinese minorities is a great responsibility and arduous task, 
but also a glorious mission. Canon (China) has carried out ongoing "CSR through Image Technology" 
activities for the purpose of protecting intangible cultural heritages of Chinese minorities using its technical 
advantages. The company has made significant achievements and a large social impact. Let’s work 
together to preserve our cultural heritage. We hope Canon’s "CSR through Image Technology" will impact 

“Intangible cultures are intangible because they are mainly passed down orally. Once the oral tradition ends, 
the heritage and culture of these minorities will no longer exist. A natural or man-made disaster, the change 
of time, the death of an old man, or a newly-built project, could easily cause the disappearance of a culture. 
These are problems historians and anthropologists face when trying to protect intangible cultural heritages. 
To capture the lives and traditions that have touched many generations is a big merit. Canon's "Intangible 
Cultural Heritage Digital Protection Program" applied all-digital technology to fully capture, collect and 
preserve the endangered intangible cultural heritage with videos, photos, texts and more. These images 

Protecting intangible cultural heritage 

future generations

——Lv Pintian 
Deputy Director of China Intangible Cultural Heritage 
Protection Center 
Researcher of Chinese National Academy of Arts
Member of Committee of Experts of National Intangible 
Cultural Heritage 

“We wish to present the intangible cultural heritage 
of the Miao to the rest of world through digital image 
technology. These visual images will enhance 
people’s awareness and understanding of the 
culture. We applaud Canon (China) for its practice 
of “CSR through Image Technology!”
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